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After the Civil War, cities across the United States — and especially cities in the North
Central states, such as Chicago — grew rapidly as factories were built and immigration
increased. In North Carolina, cities grew especially quickly. Before the war, the state had
only four towns with populations of at least 2,500. (Today that would be a very small town.)
By 1910, there were more than forty.
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On the web

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.org to learn more about topics related to this article,
including North Carolina, cities, demographics, history, and urbanization.

Notes

1. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4745.

Figure 3.

North Carolina cities with populations of at least 2,500 in 1860, 1880, and
1910.

The United States Census of 1890 collected detailed information about people living in
cities. This table shows the number of cities with 10,000 or more inhabitants as of June 1,
1890, with the increase in totals and percentages since 1880. The excerpts here will help
you put North Carolina’s urban growth in regional and national context.

Cities of 10,000 inhabitants and upwards in the United States on
June 1, 1890

If you compare the growth of cities in North Carolina to the growth of industry1, you’ll find
— not surprisingly — that they went hand-in-hand. The table below lists the rural and
urban population of North Carolina counties in 1900, with the percentage of each that was
nonwhite. Look closely at the percentages of rural and urban population that was nonwhite.
Were African Americans and American Indians more or less likely than whites to move to
cities in late nineteenth-century North Carolina? Why do you suppose that was?

Rural, urban, and nonwhite population of North Carolina counties,
1900

2 | LEARN NC » www.learnnc.org

/search?phrase=North+Carolina
/search?phrase=cities
/search?phrase=demographics
/search?phrase=history
/search?phrase=urbanization


About the author

DAVID WALBERT

David Walbert is Editorial and Web Director for LEARN NC in the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill School of Education. He is responsible for all of LEARN NC's educational publications,
oversees development of various web applications including LEARN NC's website and content
management systems, and is the organization's primary web, information, and visual designer. He
has worked with LEARN NC since August 1997.

David holds a Ph.D. in History from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He is the author
of Garden Spot: Lancaster County, the Old Order Amish, and the Selling of Rural America, published in
2002 by Oxford University Press. With LEARN NC, he has written numerous articles for K–12
teachers on topics such as historical education, visual literacy, writing instruction, and technology
integration.

Image credits

More information about these images and higher-resolution files are linked from the original web
version of this document.

Figure 1 (page 1)

Courtesy of LEARN NC. This image is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/.

Figure 2 (page 1)

Courtesy of LEARN NC. This image is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/.

Figure 3 (page 2)

Courtesy of LEARN NC. This image is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/.

The growth of cities | 3


	The growth of cities
	On the web
	Notes
	About the author
	David Walbert

	Image credits


